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MESSAGE

| am very happy to learn that the authorities of the Dibrugarh Law
Collegs have decided to name the college after late Dr. R. K. Barua.
Dr. Barua started his career as a lawyer at Dibrugarh, but as he was
really an academician and a brilliant scholar he was attracted to the
teaching profession, He left the Bar, joined the Cotton College as a
lecturer in Chemistry and then went abroad and took his doctorate degree
from the Liverpool University, On his return he taught biochemistry at
the Assam Medical College for some time. Thereafter he joined the
Gauhati  University and within a short period became a professor and
Head of the Chemistry Department. His reputation as an eminent scien-
tist soon spread far and wide but death cut short prematurely his most

promising career. This college will be a befitting monument in his memory.

The College is lucky to have a Principal of the zeal and ability
of Sri N. C. Gohain.

| am sure thatit will grow from strength to strength till it becomes
the premier law college in Upper Assam.

The 14th March, 1994 (S. K. Dutta)



MUKUNDA MADHAVA SHARMA,

M.A., PH.D., D.LITT (CAL)Y, KAVYATIRTHA
Vice-Chancellor

R |

DIBRUGARH UNIVERS|ITY
Dibrugarh- 786 004

ASSAM : INDIA

(0)—70239

No. DU/VC/94/3049
9th February ’g94
To

Principal N. C. Gohain

Dibrugarh Lay College
Dibrugarh.

Dear Principa) Gohain,

Thank you very much for yoyur kind letter dtd. 28 1.94.
[ am very happy to learp that the Dibrugarh Lay College

is going to be associate
illustrious son of Assam.

With kind regards and high esteen.



K. BORA, M. A,, | A. S. ( Retd.) DIBRUGARH UNIVERSITY

Vice-Chancellor DIBRUGARH, Assam.

D. 0. No. DU/VC/1/90/577 19th December, 1990,

MESSAGE

| am very happy to know that the Dibrugarh Law College is going to ba
renamed after one of the illustrious sons of Assam and an eminent educationist
late Dr. R. K. Barua and a commemeorative volume is being brought out on the
occasion.

The legal education is always in the high esteem in the society as it is
chiefly intended to make a suitable lawyer for protecting constitutional and other rights of
the citizens. Our country can boast of the constitution which ienvisages India, a
sovereign socialist secular Democratic Republic with the aim, amongst other
things, to secure social, economic and political justice where thare is liberty of
thought, expression etc. with equal treatment to all.

The legal education in India and in our State is gaining importance. It is
indeed a great pleasure to place on record the services rendered by the voluntary
organisations and philanthropists like the family of Dr, R, K, Barua at whose
initiative the centres of legal education and other educational institutions have
come up in our State. May | also thank the professional lawyers who impart legal
education to our students in evening shift Colleges taking great pains and sacrj-
ficing 2 good pay packet enjoyed by their counterpart in Govt, Law Colleges.

| have a firm belief on the purity of the existing system of legal education
in India and sincerely hope that it would be able to train our students in a way
that would make them worthy of performing their responsibility in the Bar with
commitment to the society in general and those poor section in particular who
are eagerly waiting for free legal aid with the ultimate desire for justice.

Let this R. K. Barua Law Collegs grow from strength to strength.

( Kamaleswar Bora)
Vice-Chancellor
Dibrugarh University,
Dibrugarh, Assam.

Editor's note :— This message was given by Shri K, Bora on 19.12.90 while
he was the Vice-Chancellor of Dibrugarh Univarsity.




DIBRUGARH UNIVERS|TY,
Dibrugarh, Assam

Office - 70231
Phone : { Resi - 70207

Ref. No.
e o. DU/REC/1/94,456 18th February, 1994,

Dear Principal Gohain,

I am very happy to learn that the present Dibrugarh
Law College will be re-named after one of the illustrious
sons of Assam, namely Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua. [ am
confident that under your leadership the Law College will

grow and will be able to serve the people of this region
effectively.

I wish a grand success of your endeavour.

Yours sincerely,

( Prof K. €. Barua)
Rector,
Dibrugarh University.
To
Principal N. C. Gobhain,
Dibrugarh Law College,
Dibrugarh, Assam.




A few words from the Editor

This slender volume can be described as a humble tribute to the
memory of Dr Rohini Kanta Barua, scientist and academician with a
pronounced literary flair. The contributors to this volume are distinguished
persons who have left their mark in their respective fields. Their articles,
it is hoped, will do justice to the memory of this eminent son of our
country by throwing light on the many facets of his rich personality,
Many of us do not know how he started his career as a lawyer, built
up considerable practice and then left the bar to become a professor
of chemistry. His contribution to the growth of scientific rasearch in

Assam is now part of history.

Dr Rohini Kanta Barua is one among the few scientists of the middle

decades of this century who have enriched Assamese literature. He has
to his credit a number. of articles of popular Science and a body of

miscellaneous translations including short stories and novels. Being shy
by nature he shunned publicity, Sometimes he used a pseudonym —
was it a@feg47, the shy one— for his literary exercises. The poem
stzz o741 reprinted from the ¥{fatzq shows the mark of the pa2t in him,

It is hoped that the volume, a souvenir on the occasion of the
renaming of Dibrugarh Law College as Dr Rohini Kanta Barua Law College,

will keep alive the memory of this eminent son of Assam

Sunil Kumar Borthakur
Editer



Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua, from left 8th in
middle row, at the Biochemistry Department,
University of Liverpool, May 1948.

Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua, third from left at Biighton, England (19.7.47).
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- Late Hem Nath Gohain,

founder principal,
Dibrugarh Law College

Shri Moniram Agarwalla
Principal, Dibrugarh Law
College from 16.6.82
to 19.1.87.
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Rohini Kanta Barua

Of Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua (1910-
68), well may we say in Shakespsarean
veiw, “His life was gentle, and the
elements were so mixed in him that
nature might stand up and say to all
the world, ‘This was a man |" Although
it is now well over a score of years
since he left us, his image still flashes
across our mind’s eye when we recall
reminiscences of things past.

Educationist and litterateur, Rohini
Kanta Barua was one of the best known
pioneers of biochemical research in India,

Born at Sadiya in Upper Assam in
1910, Rohini Kanta was the eldest of
the two sons of Keshab Kanta Barua,
reputed  school Keshab Kanta
came of the lincage of the Bania
Kakatis of Sibsagar and his father (Rohinj
Kanta's grandtather)
was a

teachar.

Tanushyam Barua,
demi-official revenue
collector of Sitsagar. As Assistant School
Master, Keshab Kanta held a transteraple

mouzadar,

post and had to serve a goodly num.

Sadananda Chalihg

ber of Government High Schools _in

different places, He died in 1923 when
he was officiating as the Headmaster

of Tejpur Government High School,
Rohini Kanta was then only thirtesn

years old.
In 1926 Rohini Kanta passed the
Matriculation Examination from the Sib-

sagar Government High School in the

First Division with star marks and |etters
in five subjects, In 1928 he passed
the Intermediate Examination in Science
flom the Cotton College, Gauhati, in
the First Division with letters in three
subjects, In 1930, he graduated with
Honours in  Chemistry from the Presi-
dency College, Calcutta, In 1932 he
took his M, Sg, degree in Chemistry
(Organic) from the University of Cal
culta standing first in Class I, A yedl
later, he also took the B, L. degra2 in

Cless | from the University Law Ccll298
Calcutta.

Back in Assam, Rohinj Kanta co™
Peled for _the Assam cCivil Servi<?

4




Examination in 94933, He acquitted
himself quite creditably and was selected
for appointment as Extra Assistant Com-
missioner. At the eleventh hour,
however, his appointment was rescinded

due to adverse police report. Rohini

Kanta’s mother happened to be the
sister of Dr, Bhubaneswar Borooah, a
prominent Congressman and later Presj-

dent, Gauhati District Congress Committee
and of Laksheswar Borooah, later an
M.L.A. on Congress ticket from Dibrugarh
and Speaker, Assam Legislative Assembly,
This irked the overzealous police officers
of the British Government and they lost
no time in bedaubing Rohini Kanta with

anti-British proclivities.

Undaunted by this damper at the
beginning of his career, Rohini Kanta
took to the practice of law at the
Dibrugarh Court

his reputation as an outstanding lawyer.

and soon established

continue for
In 1938
at the instance of his maternal uncles
he joined Cotton College, Gauhati as a

He could not, however,

long in the iegal profession.

lecturer in Chemistry, though it meant

considerable reduction in. income,

A versatile genius with remarkable
resilience, Rohini Kanta had no difficulty
in proving his mettle as a very success-
Chemistry. In 1946, he
went to England on an overseas stipend

ful teacher of

5

from the Government and had him

enrolled in the University of Liverpool
as a research scholar under Dr. R. A,
Morton, Professor and Head of the

Department, Biochemisty. In 1948, he
had his doctorate from the said Uni=
versity for his thesis on Vitamin A and
its chemical and physiochemical reactions
on metabolism of the human body.
While in the U. K., he represented India

in the International Biochemistry Con-
ference.
Back in India, Rohini Kanta jeined

the newly started Assam Medical College
at Dibrugarh as Professor and Head of
the Department of Biochemistry (1948).
In 1960, he was persuaded to come
over to Gauhati and join as Professor
and Head of the Department of Che-
mistry. It was he who practically built
up the post-graduate laboratory of Che-
mistry by procuring most up-to-date and
sophisticated appliances from abroad.
The first research scholar to be admitted
into a doctorate in the physical sciences
by the Gauhati
Dr. M. G. R. Nair, had Dr. R. K, Barua
as his guide.

University, namely

In 1968, having been appointed an
examiner for a doctoral thesis by the
went

University of Baroda, Dr, Barua

to Baroda to do also the viva-voce

part of examination, On his way back,




T

f

he halted for a day in Calcutta, While

getting on board a plane bound for

Gauhati in the eaily hours on 7 July,
1968, he felt a sudden paroxysm of
pain in the chest. Medical help was
frushed, but it was of no avail. The

end came almost immediataly.

As a scientist, Dr Barua's chief
Successes lay in the sphere of bioche-

mistry, the domain of

especially  in
some little known or generally skipped
over aspects of chemical reaction and
the resultant energy changes occurring
when the body absorbs
nutrients and assimilates vitamins. His
investigations into the hydraulic reactions

in living cells

on metabolism of the vartzbrates when
the digestive enzymes interact on doses
of Vitamin A and Vitamin D are well
received by scientists all over the world.
Indeed, Vitamin A and Vitamin D were
Most
which were

with him a passion and a craze.
of his 1esearch papers,
carried by subject-journals like the
Analyst, London, Biochemical Journel,
U. K., Indian Journal of Chemistry,
dealt with these

two vitamins either directly or indirectly,

Current Science etc,

Professor Morton of Liverpool, in his

inaugural address to the International
Biochemistry Conference held at Banga-
‘‘one of

lore, described Dr. Barua as

the pioneers of biochemical research in

India.”

Dr. Barua was an educationist

n
an unorthodox sense of the term, H,
was much worried about the antipathy
to Mathematics and the physical sciancas
exhibited by maost of our schoolgoing
children. The malaise, as he diagnosed
it, is due to the fact that these “disci-
plines” are imposed on them as serious
mental exercise whereas our children sho-
uld have been “accultured” in them from
the early stages in a *play-way’’ fashion.
Dr. Barua’s approach to the problem
was “Inductive” ; from specific instances
young learners would be encouraged to
work out

their way to a general

principle.

With a view to experimanting on
his ideas of educational reform, Dr. Barua
established at Dibrugarh a Pre.Primary
School for children under six years of
age. He was its President and sole
driving force as long as he served in
the Maedical there. He
buted a lot towards shaping the deci-
sions of the Court, the Academic
and the Executive Council of
the Gauhati University,

Coliege contri-

Council
He was also
the Chairman of the Ssisction
ttee for appointment to the
Laboratory at Jorhat, a
India undertaking,

Commi-
Regional
Government of

a member of the
Board of Governors. Regional Enginae-

ring College. Silchar, and of the Advisory
Board, Indian Institute of Technology.



Kharagpur,  In 1965, he presided over

the Science Section of the Assam

Sahitya Sabha at Gauhati,

Rohini Kanta Barua was also a
distinguished writer is Assamese. In
the early stages, he assumed the pseu-
donym, Lajkuria ( The Bashful). A large
number of his essays on popular science
and short stories as well as poems

are scattered in the leading periodicals
of the day. In 1932, he won a prize

from the Assam Sahitya Sabha for a
work on popular Science, namely Bijnanar
Sichu (Tales of Another
work of his. Paripushti Bijnan ( Science
of Nutrition) saw the light of day at
a later date. He

Science ),

introduced into Assa-
mese the Julian Huxley type of writing

on popular scienca having his eye on
a readership of young learners. A man
of varied gifts, he had also an absor-
bing penchant for the classics, especially
the plays of Visakhadatta and Bana and
those of Aeschylus, Sophocles and
Euripides, He also kept abreast of the
most modern  trends in literature. His
Param Kshudha is a faithful
into Assamese of Knut Hamsun's Hunger
and was an instant success. Unfortu-

nately some of his works,

translation

literary and
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scientific, both in English and Asga-

mese, were left half-done,

No appraisal of Rohini Kanta Barua
shall be complete without a reference
to his magnetic personality. Hafty and
tall, endowed with a superb physiqua
neatly relieved by a dolichocephalic
head, which in turn was adorned with
a bright face radiating soothing smiles
and robust optimism, Rohini Kanta was
eminently prepossesing

conferences in the

in ouiigok. “In
University and else-
where,” in the words of a contem-
porary, “his words were characterised
by a distinct clarity of conception and
expression and a marked degree of
objective grasp. And such pleasant were
his ways of putting things that the
keenest antagonist would accept a defeat
from him with a smile, if not an em--
brace "

Rohini Kanta got married to Mukta-

lata, daughter of Rai Bahadur D. C,
Barua of Jorthat and sister of H. P,
Barua. The Baruas were, however,

childless, The Assam Science Society
institutes an award in his name out
of a trust created with grants from the
Government and donation

Muktalata Barua.

from Mrs,

8858




Dr. Rohini Kanta Baruah— a glimpse of early days.

Justice Parbati Kumar Goswamj

Not many would remember Dr. Rohini
Kanta Barua's early days at the Sibsagar
Government High English School where
I had my early education in the early
twenties. Rohini was a senior student
when | came into his contact, There was
humming about a very intelligent boy

in the school and it was Rohini,

Rohini was extremely polite border-
ing on shyness. This quality transformed
into a kind of Suave
ingrained
later life,

reserve became
in his benign Personality jn

Around that period he along with
his talented elder sister

Jnanoddeepika Sabha, a tiny literary
body of .school students. | was inducted
into it by Rohini and when he left
Sibsagar, as its Secretary, | was elected
to take his place. In those days Rohini
was an ideal in every respect, Contem-
poraries of those days in the Sabha
were Bimala Prasad Chaliha, Nalinj Kanta
Misra, Karuna Kanta Gogoi,

founded the

Bibekanada

Bharali, Dakhina Kanta Baruah, Dibakar
Deuri, some of the names readily coming
to mind. Madhav Chandra Bezbarua was
organising a paralle] “Chatra Sabha”
with his usual veyve. There was healthy
rivalry between the two Sabhas. Dakhina
was the Editor of the manuscript monthly
of the Jnanoddeepika Sabha ““Veenapani”,
The weekly venue of the Sabha was
in the technical school of late Bhuban
Chandra Gogoi at the time | left Sibs-
agar after my Matriculation in early
1929, The Sabha instijled in all of us
a sense of discipline, orderliness, besides
literary urges. It was Rohini's idea that
each member would keep a diary and
do at least one good work every day.
Some of us not finding anything better
to do would give one Pice to a beggar,
show the way to a Person who was
trying to locate a house etc. and nots
these in the diary. Little things but of
great import.

Time rolled on, The next phase with
Rohini was when he already established



a very successful junijor legal practice
at Dibrugarh attached to Rai Bahadur
Sadananda Dowerah, | found him
practitioner in 1938 when
| joined the Dibrugarh Bar. Our Camar-
aderie at the Bar developed, Rohini‘s
then full-blown. He
always comported himself with dignity,

a busy

personality was

He was talented, prepared his brief
fully and was always fair to the oppos-
He did not play to the
gallery but was a persuasive advocate

ing counsel.

of his cause, He was equally proficient
in the criminal as well as in the civil
laws, In those days there was trial by
Jury in Sessions Court. |t was a treat
to listen to Rohini's fluent address in
Assamese to the Jury even from the
opposite side. The Bar was treating him
well. Bhimbar Deuri, Bhuban Chandra
Dutta, Heramba Bora, Habibur Rahman,
Jibanram Phukan, Bidyadhar Baruah,
Anadibhushan Rai, Sudhlr Mohan
Ganguly,Ramesh Chandia Barooah Bipin
Borgohain ware som2 of our associates
during those days at the Dibrugarh Bar.
Our friendship grew and Rohini opened
up at liimes. He had a fund of wit and
humour, not known to many,

While Rohini was in hey-day of
his legal practice, already having built
the house now donated in his memory
by his devoted wife, we were surprised

one day to learn that he had left law

9

and elected for his first love Science
and joined Cotton College as a Lecturer
In Bio chemistry, The salary he would
get was nothing compared to what he
was earning at the Bar.

his choice and never looked back. If

But he made

he had continued in law he would
have risen very high indeed.,

Next | found him joining the Assam
Medical

Chemistry and our

College as Professor of Bio-
frisndship revived,
We were occasionally meeting and
discussing various things. Meanwhile,
he had earned his Doctorate degree
and authored several He did
not like to talk of his achievements
and one had to get some clues by lot

books.

of probing. He also never talked ill of

any person although he had lively in-

terest in the quality of public life as
well as that of the University admini-
loved to

stration, His analytic mind

deal with abstract propositions.

When |
1958 to base my legal practice in the
High Court, |
accept the Hony. Secretaryship of the
J. K. Ghose Kindergarten School in
| had my heart and soul, The

finally left Dibrugarh in

persuaded- Rohini to

which
beautiful school building was the gift
of an eminent physician, late Dr. P. N.
Ghose In the memory of his brother
J. K. Ghosh. After
next time | heard from him was when

a few years the
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I was already Chief Justice of the High
Court of Arsam and Nagaland, He sent
N registered cover a National Savings
Rs. 5000/-which | had
purchased as Secietarv  of the J. K.

Ghose Kindergarten School intending to
build a

Certificate of

feseérve fund. He wrote that

he was then coming to join the Gayhati
University and soon the
would mature

Certificate
I sent it back to the
Deputy Commissioner, Dibrugarh with a
féquest 1o re-invest jt as reserve fund
for the school which he did,

I was hoping that contact would

revive with Rehinj at Gauhati but we

hardly had time to meet. It was only

once Rohini called on me, full of life

Y

and vigour and | told him | was looking
for the day when he would be the
Vice-Chancellor of the University  Hq
would have adorned the office With
great distinction. As is his wont s

just smiled and did not say a word,

Did he then know, he would not
last and would leave soon for “the
undiscovered country fram whose bourna
no traveller returns ?"

I was shocked at Gauhati to hear
of his sudden passing away in Calcutta
and a silent educatjonist of great repute
and potentiality with firm  commitment
to values was snpatched away by the
cruel hands of death, Assam is poorer
by his most untimely demise,

Gk




"TEACHERS WHO ARE NO MORE WITH US"

Late Khagendra Narayan
Chowdhury, a senior
teacher who served
Dibrugarh Law College
sincerely till his death
on 19.11.90.

Late Priti Bhusan Chakraborty
who was a teacher of
Dibrugarh Law College

till his death on 14.7.88.




Sri F.X. Das who acted
as Principal of Dibrugarh
Law College for some time
and now a member of

the Governing body.

Sri Aswini Charan
Chowdhury who was
President of the Governing
Body of Dibrugarh

Law College in its
formative years.
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Rohini Kanta Baruah : A Humble Tribute

The news of Professor Rohini Kénta
Barua’s sudden and untimely demise
reached me at Montreal, Canada, where
| was working as a Visiting Professor.
The news stunned me and | stood
motionless with my letter from home.
| still remember the scene as well as
our parting meet when he cams to my
residence to wish me well and to bid
me farewell on the day preceding my
departure from home. | did littje realise

that it was the goodbya for life,

I had the privilege of knowing
Professor Barua since my old school
days at Dibrugarh. A very handsome

person in his new green Raleigh bicycle
(a luxury inthose days now over haif
a century distant) gliding past us
majestically as we were plodding our
way to school along the Jail Road
made a deep imprassion on me, | had
often accompanied my uncle, an engineer
working at Digboi and a friend ot his,

during his frequent visits to  our

house, when he went to visit him, |

Professor J. Medhi

loved to go with him and to look at
the imposing personality of Professor
Barua; the impression lasted all througn.,

Later he left his growing legal pra-
ctice at Dibrugarh to join as a Lecturer

at Cotton College, where | found him

Again, what a profound
impression he made as a teacher; a succ-
essful teacher he was loved and respected
by the students and the fellow teachers,
among whom was a luminary in the
Person of Dr Hiranya Chandra Bhuyan,
Later, Professor Barua went abroad for
his doctorate and on his return joined
the Assam Medical College,
period he was at AMC, | made it a
point to go and meet
| went home in

as my teacher.

During the

him whenever
summer vacation, He
tock a keen interest in the activities
of the University ( of Gauhati )., where
| was working at that time. Professor

Barua joined Gauhati University as Head
of the Dept of Chemistry in the early

Sixtles. Even prior to his joining Gau-

hati University, he was assocjated with

e



the University in various capacities and
was rendering very valuable services.
Apart from being a very successful
teacher, Professor
ardent researcher;., He made an indelible
mark, through his personal

Barua was a very

research as
well as through research guidance, A
number of researchers worked under
his inspiring guidance, both at AMC
and at Gauhati He left a
deep mark on all of some of

University,
them,
whom were active in research till and
after their Professor

laid emphasis on quality of

Barua
research

retirement.
work. | still recall that Professor Barua,
while he was at AMC and was visiting
Gauhati University on University busi-
ness, often came to my Department
for statistical analysis of research data,
What | wish to pinpoint is that Professor
Barua was himself very much dedicated
and was keen in building
high
‘producing’

to research
up; a school of researchers of
quality and not just in
them the spirit

to ever continue research work and not
leave after earning the degree,

doctorates : also imbibe

During the early vyears, Gauhati
University was mostly concerned with
organisation of teaching at the post
graduate level, Not much emphasis

could be given in 1esearch., A number
of young teachers from Gauhati Univer-
abroad

sity and Cotton College went

17

for research, as facilities for research,

except in few areas and in few

centres, were almost

nonexistent in

India. Even after return from abroad

young teachers specially in scientific
disciplines, could not venture to engage
in research as neither the facilities nor
the tempo was there, In 1960 Ilate
Dr, Hiranya Chandra Bhuyan took over
as Vice-Chancellor of Gauhati

He enthused youngér persons to engage

University.

in research, and created an atmosphere
of research in science even under non-too-
favourable conditions. Professor Barua
was also with Dr Bhuyan in his endea-
vour. Bhuyan's mission was taken up
by professor Barua after the former left,
Professor Barua provided an academic
leadership to the young teaching commu-
nity, which was so very important during

that petriod,

Professor Barua was very close to
the administrative set up of the Univer-

sity, and was member of all the impor-

bodies
meetings,

tant The proceedings of the

whereover he was present,
were marked by his scathing criticism
as well as constructive suggestions. He

was a strict disciplinarian and was non

sparing in this attitude towards erring
individuals with no vindictive overtones.
Professor Barua's untimely death was a

very great blow not only to the acade-
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mic community but was a severe JOss
to the state as a whole. At ,a time
when the state was looking towards
him to take over the charge of the
University, and to bring overall dsvelop-
ment, death snatched him away from
ih_é state yvhic_:_h ,alwayg _Iacg_ced people
to guide its destiny..

Professor Barua was a litterateur of
repute. He was a very shy . person
and reluctant to come to limelight. His
short stories, written under the pseudonym

“atwgam” were aclaimedto be of pig,
literary standard. He translated Norwsi.
Qian writer Knut Hamsuns’ (1859-195z|
Nobel 1920 ) novel
under the title =rp4l.

Laureate, Hunge,

In fine, Professor Barua distingui.
shed in every field that he involved him.

self in  legal practice, in teaching, in
research, in administration, in literary
pursuits, and so on. Assam was poorer

by his untimely death,

HEEE



SCIENCE AND THE MAN

At the very outset of my article
about my résearch guide Dr., Rohini
Kanta Barua, | would like to congratu-
late the Governing Body of ' Dibrugarh
Law College, for its wise décision to
rename the Dibrugarh’ Law College as
Dr, R, K. Barua Law College. | also
must thank Shri N. C. Gohain, Principal
of the College for giving me an oppor-
tunity to write an article on' the achieve-
ments of Dr Bafua in view of My close
association with the great man, a noted
Scientist, a successful teacher
litterateur of great répute, as' he' called

and a

him. | thank the Governing’ Body of

the college for its desire to includé
my article in the Souvenir which'would
throw some light on some aspects
Dr, Barua's ijllustrious but comparatively
short career. It is heartening to learn
that Mrs.
Dr. Rohini
College building along with the land

in memory of herlate husband. During

Mukutalata Barua, wife of

Kanta Barua donated the

Retired Principal,

Dr. Jyotidhar Rajkhowa

Assam Science College.

of his legal practice at
'Dibruga‘lrh Dr., Barua

building. Behind evéry great man, thare

the vyears
constructed the
is a woman who is the source of
inspiration and the solace of life for
thank her for her
cause, . | also
want to inform my aunt Mrs. Mukuta-

lata Barua, that gratitude is the fruit

the man. | must

donation for a good

of long cultivation and it is not expected
How-
| want to offer my humble con=

from a common man like me,
ever,
tribution in this article — something about
her late husband, who was my friend,

philosopher and guide,

Shri Rohinikanta Barua was born
in the year 1910 at Sadiva' His father's
name was Keshab Kanta Barua and late
Barua was a school teacher at Tezpur.
The name of his mother was Sukhadalata
Barua. By birth late Barua belonged to
the ‘Baniya Kakati’ family, which can be
traced back to the days of King Arim-
atta, who had twelve feudal rulers under
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him. They were the ‘Bara Bhuyas’, who
in a later period were in good book
of the Ahom kings of Assam, and
received royal favours, Dr Rohini Kanta
Barua was a student of Sibsagar Govt.
High School
in 1923, Dr.
Matriculation Examination of the Calcutta
1926

letters, ie,

when his father expired

R. K. Barua passed the
University in and secured as
many as five marks above
80% in five subjects,
the |. Sc.

Versity in 1928 and was placed in the

Dr Barua passed
Examination of the Calcutta’

first division with a competitive scholar-

ship. His position was second in Assam,
and he was from Cotton
Guwahati. He
College of Calcutta and passed the
B.Sc.
the degree of M. Sc.
University. Dr,

College,
joined the Presidency
Examination, He received
from Calcutta
Barua recesived his law
degree from the same Unijversity and
stood first class first in the Preliminary,
Intermediate and the Final examination,
He secured a gold medal from the
final B. L, degree.
Dr. Barua competed he Assam Civil Service

Examination during the

University in the

British rule in

India, stood first in the examination,

secured the first nomination, but alas,
he had bad luck, the governor of Assam
intervened and cancelled his nomination,
His fault was that he was related to late

Dr. Bhubaneswar Barua, late Dr. Kanak

Barua, late Lakheswar Barua and Othey
freedom fighters like Lakhmi kanta Bay,,
of Sibsagar. The grey horizon only stee).
ed his character. He joined the Bj
Association as a junior to late Rai Bahady,
Sadananda Dowerah and practiced |ay
at Dibrugarh from 1935 to 1939, A
that time, the posts in Cotton Colege,
Guwahati, were like prize posts, So Dy
Barua left his lucrative practice angd
jnined Cotton College as a
1939. In
| was a first vyear

lecturer in
the year 1944,
student of Cotton
College. | was simply thrilled

chemistry in

to hear
the lectures and was amazed to see the
demonstrations of Dr Barua on the pre-
paration, and properties of the non metals
like hydrogen, oxygen, ammonia, nitric
oxide, carbon dioxide, ammonia, hydrogen
chloride gas etc, Dr, Barua had a great
personality and he could argue a point
forcefully like a legal practitioner,
Moreover, he was a handsome man *“The
cynosure of the neighbouring eyes” of
our class, Yes, he was “tall like a cypres
tree growing in a queen’s garden.’” He
had a good sense of humour too. W3
the students requested him one day ¥
prepare (in the chemistry gallery and ¥
demonstrate the properties of a dead!

; ; d
pPoisonous gas carbon monoxide. H

(s tiC

looked at us, smiled his characters
, nts
smile that froze the blood of 5'”d°g
in

and asked, | hope you are not ask

J




me to commit suicide for your benifit.”

In 1946 Shri Barua left the College
for England for his thesis in Biochemi-
stry. He carried on research  under
professors Dr R, Morton of Liverpool
After two vyears of hard
work he was allowed to submit a thesis

of vitamin A

Universily.

on the synthesis from
fish livar. He wused very sophisticated
instruments like Infra Red Spectroscop3
and for this
to get the Ph,D in

10 identify the vitamin,
he was qualified
Biochemistry from Liverpool University,
After returning home Dr. Barua joined
the Dibrugarh Medical College as Professor
and Head of the Department of Che-
mistry and Biochemistry in 1946. In
this College he carried on sustained
and remarkable research in Bioche-
mistry. To the best of my knowledye’ Dr
Pratul Goswami of this College worked
R. N, Barua
to get his Ph. D in Biochemistry. In the

year 1960 Dr R. K. Barua was appoin-

under the guidance of Dr.,

ted Professor and Head of the Depart-
ment of Chemistry, Guwahati University.

Here Dr. Barua worked in the various

fields of Chemistry, Biochemistry and

Agronomy too. He could guide a resea-

rch student in  various branches of

chemistry like inorganic, o©iganic and
physical chemistry. In fact Dr. R. K. Barua

wanted to build up scientific talents

in Assam by crealing some resource

21
persons with good scientific and aca-
demic background. Within a short
period of less than eight years as

many as SiX research students working
under him were qualified to get Ph. D
degree in  chemistry from Guwahati
University, Dr. Barua has to his credit
as many as twanty research publica-
tions, and out of these six papers were
published by foreign journals like “The
Journal of Biochemical Society of U. K.

Dr. Barua was always worried about
to keep his costly and precision scien-
titic instruments in the running condi-
tion, Very often he talked to me about
the use of Silica gel to dry the . R.,
kept in a air conditioned and specially
built room. He had a good knowledge
of electronics and instrumentation and
asked me to go to Physics Depart-
ment to determine the  magnetic
moments of complex salts. Dr. R. K.
Barua becamz the prasident of the

Science section of Assam Sahitya Sava
Dr. Barua belongsd to the old class
of literary giants .like Dr. Bani Kanta.

Kakati,
Birinchi Kumar Barua, Dr Satyen Sarma,

Dr. Suryya Kumar Bhuyan, Dr.

Dr Moheswar Neog, late Lakheswar Sarma
and a host of others, Dr. Barua had
the field of
Under the pseudo name of

his contribution too in
literature.
“Lajkuriya” he contributed several articles
originally

to the magazine ‘Awahon,
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published from Calcutta, He translated
Hamsun into

Assamese as “Param Kshudha, He wrote

the great work of Knut

another novel in Assamese ‘Pamilir pari-

yal. He is the author of * Bigynar galpa.”

The news of Dr. R. N.

sudden death came as a bolt from the

Barua's

blue on the 7th July 19568. Dr. Barua
had left for the

connecticn with the viva-voce examina-

Baroda University in

tion of a research student who submi-

tted his thesis on Biochemistry. After

completion of his assignment he trave-

lled by air from Bombay to Calcutta.
He was

in a great hurry to catch
another plane at Calcutta airport,
waiting in the runway to take off

immediately. Hardly Dr. Barua took his

seat in the plane when he had a sudden

heart attack and expired before any

medical aid could 'be rushed in. | expreg
my gratitude to Shri Deba Kumar Duy,
and his wife, and to late Tarun Dowerap,
flew to Calcutta 1q

the dead body

who immediately

identify and to carry

from Barrackpur Medical Morgus t,
Gauhati University campus, Jalukbari,
At the conclusion, | must thank

Dr. Jyoti Kanta Barua, brother of late
Dr R. K. Barua, and a retired Director
of Forensic Laboratories Assam, Dr (Mrs)
Arunmoni Chowdhury, retired Head of
the Chemistry Department, Gauhati Uni-
versity for helping me in collecting
materials for this article about Dr. Rohini
Kumar Barua, who was my uncle professor
in Cotton College, my research guide, my

philosopher who taught me ‘you are not

bound to be successful, you are not

bound to win but you are bound to
be true to the light which you bear.’

PP P



A BRIEF LIFE SKETCH OF -
LATE HEM NATH GOHAIN

FOUNDER PRINCIPAL OF DIBRUGARH LAW COLLEGE.

Late Hem Nath Gohain, the eldest
con of Ghana Kanta Gohain, a scion of
Lankakia Bura Gohain clan, was born on
3rd December, 1917, at Baratanichuk,
No. 2 Konwar under Btbari
Mouza in the District of Sibsagar in a
vety poor family. Earlier the father of
Late Gohain had been a resident of
Lankak Gohain gaon in the District of
Sibsagar. Out of threat of the seveie
out break of ‘Black Fever' at that time
in the area, the father of Late Gohain
was compelled to abandon the ancestral
Lankak and had to settle
Baratanichuk,

Gaon,

residence at
in the place of

some 15 kilometers away from Lankak

present

in the midst of great economic hardship.

The family with ten childien had to

lead a precarious living depending enti-

rely ypon cultivation for subsistence.

Late Gohain was first initiated to his
Primary Education at Betbari. After com-
pletion of middle vernacular stage, he
High School,

was admitted to Govt.

Sibsagar where from he passed his Mat-

riculation in First Division in the year

1939. Unfortunately, Late Gohain had
lost his mother before Matriculation
examination and had to engage him-

celf in the wedlock before sitting for
the examination. It was his mothsr who
had deeply inspired him during his child-

hood in his academic pursuits.

After passing his I. A. Examination
in the First Division from J. B. College,
Jorhat, Late Gohain proceeded to Gauhati
with great pecuniary constraint and
managed to get admitted to B. A Class
in the Cotton College, Gauhati, in the
year 1941 wherefrom he obtained the
B. A. Degree in 1943. He was a veteran
represented the

football player and

College team several times.

It was during that year, he actively
participated in the * Quit India Movement’
and took the leadership as an under-
ground member in Betbari Mouza. Several
attempts had been made to arrest him
by the British Sepoys but he succeeded
He was

in foiling their attempts,
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ewarded with the "TAMRA PATRA” as

& mak of his grest devotion to the

Couse of the freedom of our motherland
from the British rule. But he did not

SOCEDU the political pengion,

After completion of graduition, Late
Gohain engaged himselt in a series of
small assignments in Gauhati. He served
& an Accogntant in PWD Department
and as Sub-Editor of ths 'ASSAM TRIB-
UNE for some time. But later, he disc-
@ded sl

these avocations and got

aomated 1o Law course in Earle Lew
College. Gauhati. While pursuing his law
Cowrse, he served as a Head Master in
Namti High School and during that period
succeeded in passing the B. L, Examin-

“lon 25 2 private candidate in 1948,

m& was 3lso an artist and played the

robe of ‘MONIRAM DEWAN' on several
OOL28ions,

ft was after obtzining the B, L.
Degree, 2 great yansition occured to
the I of lste Gohzin, Hs then shifted
to Dibrugamn with s view 10 joining the
egal profestion. He joined the Dibrugarh

Ear i 1945 and continged In that prot-

ession i the date he Lrgsthed hyg lagt

o Bih December, 144y

re made his puImansm gy ihligh.

et at Chiting  Chaporn, DIy in
";:,‘} rJ " .'|:} ’h‘l

T LT Y [f,n” Al

so91s ol his lifls st Dlbrugarh, he

ot

only devoted himsell to his VOCatigy
with Va[ioq“
organizations,

but associated himself
social and cultural

was interested in cultural

activitig,
and fondly devoted a good deal of 1,
time to '‘NAM KIRTAN' and ‘BIHU"
He also used to visit different loca)

cultural centres occasionally.

It is noteworthy that Late Gohain
associated himself with Late Sarbananda
Rajkumar, a renowned historian of
in collecling the data and

mementos of the piiceless histarical

Assam

heritage of Ahom period which had
since been lost into oblivion in the
tides of time. Besides these, he was

an active member of R. S.S, and also
shouldered the responsibility of SARA

SANGHA CHALAK of Dibrugarh Branch
for a long time,

In 1869, he was offered an oppor-
tunity to serve as g part time lecturer
in the University Law Collega  of
Dibrugarh which he continyed il the
time of ity abolition,  As such the taste
for teaching again revived in his life
sido by side his legal profession, It was
n 1975, he weay oncouraged to start
1w Institution  on his  own  volitio?
Without a panny at hand to run mnmaf-"‘”"
0 the bullding of -GEOQRGE INSTITUTION

il
now  Bagmibar Nytmoni  Phukon HW



School and shouldered the responsibi-
lity of Principal-cum Secretary of the
institution till the date of his voluntary
Sarbashree Prakash Gogoi,
now Librarian -of Dibrugarh University,
Promod Das and Niresh Ch, Bagchi
both Advocates, extended their generous
helping hand and utmost sympathy in
the affairs of the foundation of this
enlightened institution. It is with their
and high inspiration,
that Dibrugarh Law College was thus
brought into being.

retirement.

early initiative

On the occasion of renaming of
Dibrugarh Law College as Dr Rohini

25

Kanta Barua Law College, selfless

service of towards the

remembered

late Gohain
growth of this college is
with heartfelt gratitude.

Editor’'s nots :— The above particulars of
the life of Late Hem Nath Gohain,
founder Principal of Dibrugarh Law
College was obtained from his only
son Shri P, C., Gohain, now Additional
Deputy Commissioner, Golaghat who
has donated
father  the
books of late Gohain for
of the students and

College,

in the memory of his
intire collection of Law
the benefit
teachers of this

EER
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From the desk of the Principal

On the abolition of the law classes
in Dibrugarh Unijversity in 1976, a public
meeting of the citizens of Dibrugarh
held on 20,6 76 with Shri Promode
Kumar Das, B.L. in the chair decided
to start Dibrugarh Law College "in the
larger interest of the student community”
and “to create a new avenue at
Dibrugarh for imparting legal education.”
It may be mentioned that there was
another law college at that time namely
Kanoi Law Ccllege. The wisdom of the

decision taken in 1976 was confirmed

about ten yeais leter when the Bar
Council of India after inspection of
both the colleges gave the cpinion

that there is the necessity of two law
colleges at Dibrugarh 1o meet the growing
demands for legal education.

However, Dibiugarh Law College had
a humble beginning. Thz classes started
al the George Institution now Bagmibor
Nilmoni Phukan H. S. School wilh lat2
Hem Nath Gohain, B, L. as the founder
Principal. Some of the 1eachers teaching
at the University Shri Indreswe Sarma,
Shri Kestab CGcgoi, Shri N. C. Bagchi

and others came over to this collegs
and gave their services on voluntary

basis,

The next stage in the development
of the college srarted with shifting of
the college to a more central place
i. e Bengali H. S. School at Khalihamari,
Shri Moniram Agarwalla who took over

as Principal during this period, entered

into an agreement with the help of
Shri Ajit Chaliha, member Governing
Body and Shri Aswini Chowdhury,

President to purchase the present pro-
perty i.e five kathas of land witha
bungilow standing on it from its owner
Mrs  Muktalata

Dr, Rohini Kanta

Barua, wife of late

Barua

The purchase was completed durind

the tenure of the Principdl

present
Dibrugarh Law
College had its own land and buildind:
Meanwhile Mrs Muktalata Barua mad”
the offer of relurn of the purchas®
money if the college is renamed atte!
her illustrious husband. The Goveinind

qte
Body in its meeting on 222.86 9"

P

and for the first time



fully accepted the offer in the best
interest of the college. Mrs Barua was
able to return the money in December
1993 and accordingly the Governing
Body finally decided in its meeting on
4.,2.94 to rename Dibrugarh Law College
as Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College,
However, the college authorities fully
utilised the delay in renaming of the

college to make it fit for the great

name which it is going to adopt.

The generosity of Mrs Barua thus
cleared the way for the college for its
progress and all-round development. The
Dibrugarh Law College was inspected
India and the
Dibrugarh University and has

by the Bar Council of
received
recognition from the former and temporary
affiliation latter ( Dibrugarh
University has not given permanent affi-

from the

liation to any of its law colleges so far).
Now the college is on its way to ful-

fil the conditions for its permanent
affiliation.
The College has in its rolls more

than four hundred students and ten

teachers, The results of the College in
the LL. B Examinations conducted by
Dibrugarh  University have been uni-
formly good i. e. compared to the Uni-
Versity pass percentage. Quite a good
NUmber of students passing out of this

College are doing well in different

33

bars of the state and also in other fields.

The College has come a long way
since its humble beginning in 1976. It
has now completed the ground flgor of
the new building mainly through their
own efforts thus fulfilling the condition
laid down by the Dibrugarh University
with regard to accommodation.

The College having thus overcome
its initial difficulties with regard to accom-
modation and financial viability may now
look forward to a period of sustained
development in general and improvement
in the quality of teaching a particular, In
thisthe College expects to get valuable
guidance from the Dibrugarh University
which is bound to see that legal education
is imparted in a more meaningful manner

in this part of the country.

This day of renaming of the college
after Dr Rohini
important

Kanta Barua marks an
life of
The celebrated
name of Dr Rohini Kanta Barua stands

milestone in the
Dibrugarh Law College.

for a standard in scientific research of a
very high order and academic excellence.
Had he continued with his legal pro-
fession, there is no doubt that he would
have applied his brilliant mind to the
intricacies of

legal problems and in

due course would have risen to be
jurist, His advocacy of

pursuit of science not only in its purest

an eminent
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form but. also for development of a
scientific outlook in the eyeryday life
of the people is alsg a gain for those

in_ the legal profession,

By renaming
Kanta

itself ‘after Dr Rohini
Barua, this college has indeed
set @& very high standard before itself

and if in pursuit of his ideals, Dr Rohini.

Ty

Kanta Barua Law College can attain 3
fraction of his excellence, the renaming
of the College after him will be amply
justified,

N. C. Gohain,

The 19th March, Principal,
1994 Dr Rohni Kanta Barua
Law College

MR
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Teachers and staff of Dibrugarh Law College

Sitting from L to R : Shri A. Kaun
Shri N.C. Gohain, Principal,
Shri B. Ahmed

Standing from L to R : Shri R
Shri B. Barua,

Sri Golap Bora,
teacher of Dibrugarh
Law College.

N

\ R

d, Shri N. Bagchi,
Mrs. H. Goswami and

am Deo (Chowkidar),
Shri J. Bora, Shri S. Rahman,

Shri K.S. Shahi and Shri P. Patonari
{Office-assistant-cum-accountantl

w P




/ EX General Secretaries of Dibrugarh Law College Students’ Union\

From L to R : Shri A. Borgchain, Shri Ajit Borgohain
Shri N.C. Gohain (Principal), Shri G. Gohain Phukan
and Shri S. Dutta.

Sri T. Lahon

Ex General Secretary,
Dibrugarh Law College
Students, Union.
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List of members of Goveming

1)
2)

3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

Shri
Shri

Mrs.

Shri
Shri
Shri
Shri
Shri

9) Shri

Body

Tankeswar Borah

— President

N. C. Gohain, Principal,

Muktalata Barua
A. Chaliha

P. Gogoi

P. K Das

K. K. Baruah
B. Dowerah
Sumanta Chaliha

1)
2)

3)
4)

— Secretary
— Life Member
— Member
—  Member
— Member
— Member
— Member
— Member

List of Teachers with
Qualification

1) Shii N, C, Gohain — M. A, LL. B,
2) Shri N, C. Bagchi — M, A, LL. B.
3) Shri B. Ahmed — B A. LL, B.
4) Shri K. S. Shahi — B. A, LL. B.
5) Shri B. Baruah — M, A. LL, B.
6) Mrs. H. M, Goswami — M, A. LL. B,
7) Shii A. Kaunda — M. A, LL. B.
8) Shri J. Borah — M. Com. LL. B.
9) Shri G, C. Borah — B, Com. LL, B.
10) Shri S. Rahman — M. A. LL, B,

List of members of
Editorial Board

Shii Sunil Borthakur — Editor
Shri N. C. Gohain, Principal.

Shri N. C. Bagchi

; K. Baruah
shri K. goi — Member

ghri Prakash GO

— Convenor
_ Member
— Member



